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temper and had refused to receive him. One day during the Clear
Bright Festival when every family made offerings at their ancestral
tombs and all went out to the countryside to enjoy the spring,
Meiniang locked herself in her own room. She was tired from
numerous outings and had some painting and calligraphy debts
to pay. She lighted some fine incense and got ready the four treas-
ures of the study, but just as she was about to lift her brush she
suddenly heard a commotion outside. It was young Mr. Wu with
half a dozen insolent servants. He had come to get Meiniang for
a boat party, and when Chiu-ma made excuses for Meiniang, he had
become angry and proceeded to vent his displeasure by breaking
up furniture and household utensils. He was not deceived when
he saw Meiniang's room locked from the outside, for being ex-
perienced in such matters he knew that it was only a trick to fool
innocent customers. He had his servants break the padlock and
then kicking the door open, burst into the room. Before Meiniang
had time to hide she was seized by two of the servants and forcibly
dragged out and through the streets to Mr. Wu's boat. Never be-
fore had Meiniang suffered such humiliation and rough handling;
she refused to take part in the entertainment and sat in a corner
and cried. Her tormentor berated her for her slight and threatened
to have her beaten if she did not stop crying. But Meiniang had
no fear; she only cried louder and attempted to throw herself into
the lake. Finally in exasperation, the young tyrant took her to a
deserted spot outside the Clear Wave Gate and there put her ashore
after stripping her of her shoes and footbindings, saying to her,
"Cheap whore, since you don't want to stay with us, you can go on
home yourself."
Helpless in her barefooted condition, Meiniang sat on the ground
and abandoned herself to weeping and lamentations over her cruel
fate. Then by coincidence Chu Chung, returning home from Shih-
lao's tomb, passed that way and immediately recognized the Queen
of Flowers though her hair was disheveled and her face distorted
with grief. "What has happened?" he said in astonishment. Mei-
niang poured out her heart to him and told him everything. Chu
Chung's heart ached for her and his eyes were filled with tears.